[Extract Translation of Patent Laid-Open No. 1999-001282] 

The invention relates to a developing unit of an image forming apparatus which 
prevents an image finally scanned on paper from being degraded, having toner attached 
on a developing roller at a predetermined amount all the time, by forming a separate 
means such that toner in a toner hopper can be mixed in order to the toner not to be 
solidified as the time goes by. 

The developing unit of the image forming apparatus includes: a developing roller in 
contact with a photoconductive drum; a toner supplying roller supplying the toner to the 
developing roller; a blade controlling amount of the toner attached on the developing 
roller; a wall having slit units arranged at predetermined intervals for discharging the 
toner; and an agitator installed inside the wall and supplying the toner towards the toner 
supplying roller through the slit units. 

The developing unit of the image forming apparatus further includes: a cover member 
disposed at a predetermined place of an inner wall side of the wall, and having a hole 
covering the slit units, such that the toner pass through by agitation operation of the 
agitator; and a toner grinding member fixed inside the slit units, and grinding the toner 
by shocks caused by hitting when the toner flows in the hole of the cover member. 
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